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Attorney General 
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P.O. Box 83720 
Boise, Idaho 83720-0010 
(208) 334-4534 
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Deputy Attorney General 
Chief, Criminal Law Division 
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF IDAHO 
 
 
STATE OF IDAHO,  
 




CHRISTOPHER W. GOOCH, 
 












          NO. 43715 
 
          Bannock County Case No.  
          CR-2015-3868 
 
           
          RESPONDENT'S BRIEF 
 
     
      Issue 
Is Gooch’s claim that the district court abused its discretion by retaining 
jurisdiction rather than placing him on probation moot because, following a period of 
retained jurisdiction, the district court placed Gooch on probation? 
 
 
Gooch’s Appeal Is Moot And Must Be Dismissed 
 
 Gooch pled guilty to felony injury to children and the district court imposed a 
unified sentence of six years, with three years fixed, and retained jurisdiction.  (R., 
pp.131-37.)  Following the period of retained jurisdiction, the district court suspended 
Gooch’s sentence and placed him on supervised probation for five years.  (Minute Entry 
 2 
& Order of Probation, filed February 17, 2016;1 see Bannock County case number CR-
2015-3868 at https://www.idcourts.us/repository/caseNumberSearch.do.)  Gooch filed a 
notice of appeal timely from the judgment of conviction.  (R., pp.141-44.)   
Gooch asserts that the district court abused its discretion by retaining jurisdiction 
rather than immediately placing him on probation in light of his mental health issues, 
purported remorse and acceptance of responsibility, and status as a first-time felon.  
(Appellant’s brief, pp.4-7.)  The issue Gooch raises is moot because the district court 
already granted the relief to which Gooch claims he was entitled.     
“An issue becomes moot if it does not present a real and substantial controversy 
that is capable of being concluded by judicial relief.”  State v. Barclay, 149 Idaho 6, 8, 
232 P.3d 327, 329 (2010) (quotations and citations omitted).  Although the district court 
retained jurisdiction upon imposing Gooch’s sentence, it subsequently placed him on 
probation at the conclusion of the retained jurisdiction program.  (Minute Entry & Order 
of Probation.)  Thus, even if this Court were to determine that the district court erred by 
not immediately placing Gooch on probation upon imposing his sentence, such a 
determination would have no practical effect upon the outcome of the case because the 
district court already granted the very relief to which Gooch claims he was entitled – 
probation.  Gooch’s claim is, therefore, moot and this Court must decline to consider it.  
  
                                            
1 Contemporaneously with the filing of this brief, the state has filed a motion to augment 
the appellate record with a file-stamped copy of the Minute Entry & Order of Probation, 
filed in the district court on February 17, 2016.  For this Court’s convenience, a copy of 




 The state respectfully requests this Court to dismiss Gooch’s appeal because the 
issue he raises is moot. 
       




      __/s/_Lori A. Fleming___________ 
      LORI A. FLEMING 
      Deputy Attorney General 
 
 
      VICTORIA RUTLEDGE 
      Paralegal 
 
 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 I HEREBY CERTIFY that I have this 16th day of March, 2016, served a true and 
correct copy of the attached RESPONDENT’S BRIEF by emailing an electronic copy to: 
 
BEN P. MCGREEVY  
  DEPUTY STATE APPELLATE PUBLIC DEFENDER 
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GL£nK OF TME. COURT 
2016 FEB 17 PM 2: 37 
8Y-M . OEPtf.{rnK 
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT IN AND 
FOR THE STATE OF IDAHO, COUNTY OF BANNOCK 
STATE OF IDAHO, 
Plaintiff, 
vs. 
CHRISTOPHER W GOOCH, 
Defendant. 
Case No:CR-2015-0003868-FE 
MINUTE ENTRY & ORDER OF 
PROBATION 
The above named Defendant appeared in Court on the 15th day of February, 2016, 
with his counsel, John Souza, for further proceedings. Zachary Parris, Bannock County 
Chief Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, appeared on behalf of the State of Idaho. 
Stephanie Morse was the Court Reporter. 
The Court on the 5th day of July, 2015 ordered the above named Defendant 
imprisoned on a charge of INJURY TO CHILDREN, Idaho Code §18-1501(1), for a 
FIXED TERM OF THREE (3) YEARS and a subsequent INDETERMINATE TERM OF 
THREE (3) YEARS; with the Court retaining jurisdiction for a period of 365 days. The 
Court has now received the evaluation from the officials at the Jurisdictional Review 
Committee recommending probation. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the execution of the sentence 
h~retofore imposed on the 281h day of September, 2015 be and the same is hereby 
SUSPENDED and the Defendant is hereby placed on probation to the Idaho State Board 
of Corrections for a period of FIVE (S) YEARS. 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in addition to the standard tem1s and conditions, 
attached hereto, and the tem1s and conditions imposed by the Board of Corrections, this 
Court imposes the following special terms and conditions: 
1. You shall pay a fine in the amount of $1,000.00. 
2. You shall pay Statutory Court Costs in the amount of 
$245.50. 
Payments shall commence on the 5t11 day of May, 2016. at 
the rate of $50 per month. 
PAYMENTS ARE TO BE MADE AT THE OFFICE OF 
BONDS & FINES, BANNOCK COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 
POCATELLO, IDAHO 83201. 
3. Your probation officer will be granted ONE HUNDRED 
TWENTY (120) DAYS of discretionary jail time. 
DEFENDANT IS HEREWITH ADVISED THAT VIOLATION OF ANY OF THE 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS SET FORTH HEREIN. THOSE SET FORTH IN THE 
PROBATION AGREEMENT ENTERED INTO WITH THE DEPT. OF CORRECTIONS 
AND ANY CONDITIONS SET FORTH IN ANY ORDER FOR WORK RELEASE 
GRANTED THE DEFENDANT SHALL BE CONSIDERED BY THE COURT AS A 
VIOLATION OF HIS PROBATION. 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Defendant be RELEASED from the custody of 
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( ) ( ) 
the Bannock County Sheriff. 
Defendant is herewith advised that in the event said Defendant desires to appeal 
the foregoing sentence, said appeal must be filed with the Idaho Supreme Court no later 
than forty-two (42) days from the date said sentence is imposed. 
DATED this l ?.\\ day of February, 2016. 
DAVIDCNYE 
District Judge 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
10-tA I HEREBY CERTIFY that on the +fi- day of February, 2016, I served a true and correct copy of the foregoing document upon each of the following individuals in the 
manner indicated. 
Bannock County Prosecutor 
John Souza 
Probation & Parole 
Judicial Enforcement 
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